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Forum to Increase Evidence-
Based Practices by Addressing 
Disparities in the System 

Efforts to Eliminate Disproportionate Minority Contact  



Å Original bill was introduced in 2009 as SB 292, sponsored 
by Senator Bill Hamrick  

Å Over 10 legislative hearings were held to vet SB 292 
during the 2009-2010 sessions 

Å SB 127 and HB 641 were introduced by Senator Hamrick 
and Representative Wendell Willard  in the following 
legislative session, and additional hearings were held 
during the 2011-2012 

Å HB 641 unanimously passed the House in 2012, but 
never made it to the floor of the Senate for a vote  

Å In the summer of 2012, Governor Deal reappointed the 
Special Council on Criminal Justice Reform and tasked 
them with looking at juvenile justice reform  

 

 

HOW IT ALL BEGAN  



õ Develop fiscally sound, data -driven juvenile 
ÑÜÚÛÐÊÌɯ×ÖÓÐÊÐÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÌÕÚÜÙÌɯ&ÌÖÙÎÐÈɀÚɯÛÈßɯËÖÓÓÈÙÚɯ
are used effectively and efficiently;   

õ Focus on those offenders who are adjudicated 
delinquent and sent to an out-of-home 
placement;  

õ Identify reforms to current dispositional 
practices that improve public safety and control 
costs through more effective use of community -
based options. 

 

Goals 



õ +ÈÙÎÌɯÕÜÔÉÌÙÚɯÖÍɯÓÖÞɪÙÐÚÒɯÒÐËÚɯÊÖÕÚÜÔÌɯÌß×ÌÕÚÐÝÌɯ
juvenile justice resources and recidivism rates remain 
high. 
÷ YDC: 39% low-risk, 65% recidivism rate, $91,126 per bed 
÷ Non-Secure Residential: 53% non-felony, 49% low-risk, 

54% recidivism rate, $28,955 per juvenile 

Workgroup Findings  
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n = 1,917 n = 13,790 
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